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. COTTAGE

PHOTOS COLMTESY COTTADE ADVRSORS OF CANADA

il ly house 237 summer homes that .

Latest spin on our love of going to the lake

adop

PATRICK LANGSTON

the lock-it-and-leave-it approach

fiordable units with open-concept design? Check. Mainten-
anee-free common areas? Check, Bustling downtown neigh-

bourhood? No eheck. That's bee
alking cott.
fair with country properties,

about condos, we're
on Canada’s longtime love :

Cottage Advisors of Canada opened
its first cottages last summer at Samd-
banks Summer Village, 2 seasonal condo

cottage resort on East Lake in Prince Ed-
ward County,
Th I

tare site close to Sandbanks
& and about 285 kilometres
of downown Ottawn will even.
tually house 237 summer homes along with
swimming pools, o fitness centre, tennis
court and a boatload of other amenities, in-
cluding kayaks and canoes. 1 Taere b5 url-
vate beach on of
wethund amd a 18-hectare \mu!lm that \ull

e swirmemil 1, fit: it

while we are
andos, the lates!

Iking
spin

comtain cottages but also walking trails,

The project (sandbankssummer
village.com) is called Sunmner Village be-
eanse municipal regulations mean cottag-
an live there a maximum of 179 days a
e their second homes
in the winter anyway, so the site simply
closes from November until April

Priced from $179.900 to $258,900, they
are free-standing, individually owned cot-
tages operating on an urban condo mod-
&l In addition to the purchase price. which
includes the land on which the cottage sits,
owners pay $225 o month in year-nouned

+tennis court, kayaks, and canoes.

kit urban condo fees, they
of everything outside the cot-
tager’s front door, which is kind of nice
you don't want to spend your heliday time
trying to remember to get the septic tank
ey 1 and repairing the boat dock.
“We're a sy family, we're always on the
#0, 50 the last thing we want is to go to the
cottage and then have to cut the grass
and take care of it says David C
lll- and his wife, 5h bought
Te: }last year
in the fall
ro.l! son, Josh, The
© feet with an

cottage — 1,000 sq
concept plan, 4 gens
and a loft — is .1I>eau an hour from their

spots that b with activity. And with just
the one child, Sharog s he and her hus-
band are always conscious of companion-
ship for Josh. “There’s less worry than
ing him on his own at an (isolate
rage”

See COTTAGE on page £2
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kitchen, great roam and h

The Cottage Show

For more cottage ideas, visit
the annual Cottage Show

and Big Backyard Show next
wioekend, which has moved
from Lansdowne Park to its new
hame near the Gttawa Alrport.

While you're there, you can
bid an one of four unique
Muskoka chairs hand-painted
and decorated by local artists
in support of Cottage Dreams
Cancer Recovery nitiative, 4
charity that provides time away
at a donated cottage for cancer
patients.

‘Where: CE Contre,

4899 Uplands Dr.

‘When: Apeil 131015

Hours: Friday, noon to 9 pam.;
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Sunday, 10 am. to 5 pum
Tickets: $12; fron for those 17
and undar, Parking is $7,
Information:

canexstshows.ca
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Summier Village offers options such as gr
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of Cottage hmiwrs e[ Cmadl are big on upgrades: We spend about LS llmos as mnch 5 0UF

Inother words,

and nature; Nmuhiﬂalt4 muemucll.

Cottage: TV and Internet included

Continued from page E1

The development also offers
cable tebevision ansd high-speed
Internet conmections, de rigeeur
in any self-respecting summer
home these days.

The wood-frame cottages,
meant to echo jocal fumhouse
architecture, are a moaximum of
S0k square feet with two bed-
oo, kitehen, great room and
a porch, Nine-foot ceilings and
oversised windows are standand,
Some models, like the Coles, of-
fer an optional, 200-square-foot.
loft.

Cottages — 47 have been built
0 far, with 50 more planned for
this swmmer = are grouped in
s aof #1012 around corimen
green areas with firepits and

guzebos,

That’s not unlike the shared
rraces with barbecues and
oo kitchens now standard
in urhan condo projects.

Like the mix of busy recrea-
tional faeilities and quister nat-
ural areas that defines the de.
velopment
s masnt to
while also offering opportun-
ities for privacy.

AS 2 IS, OWNETS Can feomip
some of their cost by using the
TRSOT MUIARETeNL COMRny to

}H:I is the
first Canadian venture for Cot-
tage Advisors, which has built
similar vesors in the United
States,

It sextled on Prince Edward
County becanse of the area’s
growing popularity and attrac.
tions, says Howand “Chip” Hall,

The wood-frame cottages, which

president of Cottage Advisors

of Canada and vice-president of

the United States-based parent

company Cottage Advisors L1C,
Thse

kitchen, great

Canadian cottagers, he says,
are big on upgrades: We spend
about 15 tmes as much a5 our
nexghhnurﬂ o |hp south, Sand-

boms range from
winerfes and locally produced
nrganic rmd w0 heritage archi-

is designed with a wide deme-
graphic in mind, Hall says: sin-
gle professionals, young fiun-
ilies, epty nesters.

“It comes down to, ‘Can this
person afford a second home?'
1f they can, then they are our

demograpl

Absoist 70 per cent of biyers so
far are from the Greater Toron-
to Area. The balance are from
Oatawa, Kingston anc surroumd-
ing regions, with athers from as
far awiy as Venezuela

Priced from 517
Summurwlhwmlun-itmdlng hdh!duaﬂ!wn-dmhml
operating on an urban condo model.

tions such as gmlllw courter-
tonps, hardwood floors and bead-
baard walls,

In other wonds, we love the
outdoors and nature; roughing
it, ot so much.

There are other spins on cot-
tages. You could buy one cut-
right, although the Cobes discov-
ered that $300,000 to $400,000
wasn't an unusunl asking price
for what they wanted in a build-
Ing and locition And even then,
says David, “We would have had
o start repovating right away”

Remting a newish cottage in
[Eypalar Omtario vacation spots
such as Prince Edward County

or the Muskoka area averages
E1,500 a week

Timeshare arrangements,
In which you contract to wse o
cottage for a certain pem.d of
thme each year, are a

DAV EOLL PO
David and Sharon Cole wanted
@ summer getaway spot with
activities for thelr son, Josh,

sice s that o singl

b find, Like &
ownenshipof

deeded or rented ..mmmm
Il get

vou only one week in the peak
summer period, although buy-

property, just the

right to useit,
Fractional ownership is in-
ereasingly poputar. Owners buy
tenth —

g Y gt you back
to-back weeks in each seson,

Fractional ownership pro-
jects in Eastern Omtario in-

a share — wsually
in the cottage and get o use it
one designated week per season
plus an extra week each year.
Share prices vary depending on

dusle Village on Lac
Rocher-Fendu west of Ottawa
(whitewatervillage.ca) and
Frontenac Shores on Mississa-
gagon Lake, north of Kingstan

the development, but typ (Irontenacshores.com).

Iy run $60,000 1o $90,000 for s Itk uuuumrlammn.nmmw
LS00 10 2, (0056 oot oot e these are
tage. Annual mak fies i -u..m. hircks

are another $2,000 or s,
Shares ean usually be sold,

of Canadians see cottige owner-
ship s & sound investment, ac-
cording to a Royal LePage re-
port, but soaring prices put the
traditional cottage on a lake he-
yond the reach of niest of us.

As April unfolds, the Coles
are anxious te get back o their
Dome sway from home,

“Wie WAL 10 create memories
for our family” says David. “This
is something we can do every
vear amd louk back and ask.
you pemember the sumes we
lied such-and-such?

Sharon says the downside of
their cottage so far is that its
not on the lake, Ifa lakeside unit
dhoes come up for sale, she'll con-
sider .

Her hushand says: It doesn't
matter to me if there’s no lake
right there. 1 just want to be able
to go to my cottage, apen the
fridge and get a beer and spend
timme with niy family”




